

Case is made for extensive national park at Fort Monroe

The case for an extensive national park at Fort Monroe is gathering momentum but it has some way to go.
Last week officials from Hampton and the Fort Monroe Authority met with the National Park Service in Washington DC.
Mayor Molly Joseph Ward, who is the lead on the National Park Service working group as part of her role as an appointee to the FMA board and lead on a legislative working group for the Fort Monroe Authority, said the meeting was positive this week.
City Manager Mary Bunting and Bill Armbruster, executive director of the Fort Monroe Authority, were also among the attendees last Friday at the meeting with Jonathan Jarvis, director of the National Park Service and his staff in Washington, as they made the case for a national park at Fort Monroe.
“The director spent over an hour with us and was very encouraging and positive. The park service believes Fort Monroe is an appropriate site for a national park and they very much want to work with us to realize the unit there,” Ward said Tuesday.
Last Thursday Hampton officials also met congressional Reps. Randy Forbes, R-Chesapeake; Scott Riegel, R-Virginia Beach; Robert C. “Bobby” Scott, D-Newport News; and Robb Wittman, R-Westmoreland; and U.S. Sens. Jim Webb and Mark Warner.
Congress would need to back the creation of any National Park at Fort Monroe, or it could be created by a presidential declaration under the Antiquities Act. 
“They were all extremely supportive and pledged to do whatever they could to help us get a unit established at Fort Monroe,” said Ward.

“It's very important that all of those parties know the city 
of Hampton and the Fort Monroe Authority is very much behind that effort,” said Ward. In addition, Ward said it's important that all parties agree on the nature of a potential national park.
“We also expressed that we wanted a footprint that is much more expansive than the footprint that's been thus far described by the National Park Service to Sens. Webb and Warner,” she said.
In the past, the park service said it was interested in a small area delineated by the road system around the fort and the moat, including the fortress. 
Ward said the next step is to reach a consensus on the footprint. She hopes the Fort Monroe Authority board will make a decision at its March 24 meeting.
While momentum for a larger park is growing it may come up against resistance at NPS level. Like so many other federal bodies the NPS is short of cash at the moment, which was reflected in the unambitious nature of its interest in Fort Monroe as outlined last year.

