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No more Grand Canyons -- restricting national monuments
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If legislation introduced in Congress last week were law a century ago, mines would have sprouted in the Grand Canyon, and the Olympic elk would have been shot for meat to the last animal.
President Theodore Roosevelt used the 1906 Antiquities Act to designate a Grand Canyon National Monument, as well as an Olympic National Monument to protect a species of elk that now bears his name. 
"Monuments Could Be Blocked in Senate Bill," said a recent release from Sen. Mike Crapo, R-Idaho.
Senate and House bills would erect bureaucratic barriers to designation of new monuments. The legislation would limit the size of national monuments, prohibit restrictions on uses, and require approval by Congress within two years of any executive order designating a new monument.
If two years go by without congressional ratification -- if opponents do a stall, easy in Congress -- monument land would return to its previous status.
Ironies abound. The first national monument, proclaimed by Theodore Roosevelt in 1906, was Devil's Tower in Wyoming. President Franklin D. Roosevelt later designated a Jackson Hole National Monument, precurser to today's wildlife refuge and Grand Teton National Park.
Lead Senate sponsor of legislation to restrict monument designations is Sen. John Barrasso, R-Wyoming, with Sen. Mike Enzi, R-Wyoming as another sponsor.

The size restriction could have hamstrung President George W. Bush. In 2006, to protect marine life, Bush designated 140,000 square miles of waters northwest of Hawaii as America's newest national monument.
As Sen. Maria Cantwell notes, the Antiquities Act 'has been used by Democratic and Republican presidents alike for over 100 years", from Roosevelt to Clinton and Bush. 

Lands that began as national monuments -- e.g. Grand Canyon, Olympic, Death Valley -- are now numbered among our greatest national parks. Up north, Katmai and Glacier Bay were national monuments until the 1980 Alaska Lands Act expanded both and made these wonderlands national parks.
Yet, Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska, signed onto the anti-Antiquities Act legislation last year.
"National monuments are usually way stations to national parks, places so popular that they became national parks: They are national treasures and huge economic engines," said Douglas Brinkley, author of a bestseller on Theodore Roosevelt and a new book, "The Quiet World," on efforts to control land exploitation in Alaska and stave off species extinction.
"In an America filled with lobby groups and selfish agendas, you can't just save a place for one presidency," Brinkley added.
The latest effort to curb the Antiquities Act gets backing from the usual and often historic opponents of land conservation in the West --e.g. the Western States Petroleum Assn., the American Sheep Industry Assn., the Blue Ribbon Coalition and Americans for Tax Reform.
One House member from this state, Rep. Cathy McMorris-Rodgers, R-Wash., is a cosponsor. A second House member, Rep. Doc Hastings, R-Wash., has been outspoken in criticism of the Antiquities Act.
They pose a litany of "land grab" arguments first used by Arizona politicians and the mining industry as Roosevelt tried to get national park status for the Grand Canyon.

Rep. Rob Bishop, R-Utah, a bill co-sponsor and (appallingly) chairman of the House National Parks, Forests and Public Lands Subcommittee, has updated early 1900's rhetoric by ranting against "the far left extremists who oppose the multiple uses of our nation's public lands."
"Being good stewards of our land does not require imposing restrictive policies that block recreation, agriculture, energy production and other job-creating activities," Hastings said in a statement last week.
What's up, Doc? Have you not visited the Hanford Reach National Monument in your own district. Jet boats travel up and down the Columbia River. Fishermen try to hook chinooks: The Hanford Reach is home to the largest wild salmon run left on the mighty Columbia. A nuclear power plant generates kilowatts just outside the Monument.
The Olympic Peninsula's timber companies and commercial meat hunters cried economic woe when Theodore Roosevelt set aside 600,000 acres as a national monument. As Sen. Cantwell notes, that land "today is enjoyed by around 3 million visitors a year as Olympic National Park."
"Sponsors of efforts to curb Presidential authority under the Antiquties Act are some of the same people in Congress who promote executive power in other realms," Brinkley notes.

Citizens have stopped past attacks on national monuments. Montana's then-Gov. Judy Martz wanted the Bush administration to roll back the Upper Missouri Breaks National Monument a year after it was designated by President Clinton. She was forced to back down by recreationists' protests.
A stench of anti-environmental extremism hangs over the new Congress, particularly the U.S. House of Representatives.
This legislation must not pass. National forests and Bureau of Land Management lands are for compromising about, and allowing "job-creating activities" that create far fewer jobs than outdoor recreation.
National parks and national monuments must remain inviolate.

