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Local Volunteers at Red Rock Receive National Award 

 
Friends of Red Rock Canyon volunteers Pat and Chuck Williams receive the Bureau of Land 

Management’s “Making a Difference” National Volunteer Award in D.C. 
 
For almost a decade, Pat and Chuck Williams have volunteered countless hours to help protect and 
promote the natural wonders found in Red Rock National Conservation Area (NCA) located just outside 
Las Vegas.  Red Rock NCA is part of the National Landscape Conservation System, a collection of some of 
the country’s most scenic, historic, natural and cultural sites called National Conservation Lands.  In 
recognition of their hard work, both Pat and Chuck will be receiving the 2010 “Making a Difference” 
National Volunteer Award in Washington, D.C. on Wednesday, May 5.  Pat and Chuck were selected to 
receive the award because of their exceptional contributions to the conservation and management of 
Red Rock NCA, one of the highest profile units of the National Conservation Lands.   
 
“[We] are very happy about the award,” said Pat Williams, current president of Friends of Red Rock 
Canyon (Friends), adding that she wishes the entire Friends group had been recognized for all their hard 
work through the years.   
 
Friends of Red Rock Canyon is a local volunteer based non-profit that works to protect and promote Red 
Rock NCA.  Friends was founded in 1984, to assist the Bureau of Land Management in protecting the 
environmental integrity of Red Rock NCA while helping visitors enjoy it responsibly.   With the leadership 
of Pat and Chuck, Friends have coordinated “Make a Difference Day,” National Public Lands Day, Red 
Rock Day, and many other volunteer work projects and special events supporting the Red Rock Canyon.  
Pat and Chuck have been active in fundraising, stewardship projects, trainings, outreach and trail and 
conservation projects.  In total, Friends volunteer thousands of hours each year and provide more than 
$100,000 annually for program support and purchasing equipment and supplies.   
 
Red Rock Canyon NCA is located in the Mojave Desert outside of Las Vegas, NV.  It is Nevada’s first 
National Conservation Area, composed of over 200,000 acres of sandstone cliffs, Limestone Mountains 
and open vistas, and became part of the country’s National Conservation Lands in 2000.  The 
Conservation Area contains world class rock climbing, as well as hiking and mountain biking trails.   
 
Red Rock NCA is an example of the many places in the National Conservation Lands that provide 
opportunities to reconnect with nature and the ability to explore.  Volunteers from the National 



Conservation Lands’ Ironwood Forest National Monument, AZ and Piedras Blancas Light Station 
Outstanding Natural Area, CA will also receive BLM’s 2010 “Making a Difference” award. 
 
For more information on Friends of Red Rock Canyon and how to get involved visit: 
www.friendsofredrockcanyon.org 
  
For more information of the National Conservation Lands, visit: www.ourconservationlegacy.org 
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